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Plan au nivesu du sol: 1. Jone de jardin &
ctugier.
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Al-Maw’el News

* The Center invited the advisory
committee for the National Bank of
Egypt for the first presentation given
by the Center for the pre-invesiment
studies of the Pyramids Touristic Area
n Mansourya Canal, The presenta-
tion was attended by Ex-Minister of
Housing Dr. Mostafa Al-Hefnawy and
Ex-Minister of Housing Mr. Ahmad
T

* Mr. Shafic Shalaby travelled 10
Jeddah as delegated by the Center in
an exploratory mission before starting
shooting the film on Jeddah Deve-
lopment prepared by the Center,

* The Center was visited by Mr. Guy
D¢ La Selle the Manager of the French
General Equipment Firm during his
visit 1o Egypt and calling a1 the local
consulling firms.

* The Center calls for a meeting to
evaluate its magazine Alam Al-Bena'a
after one year of its publication. The
meeting will be attended by several
prominant figures interested in the
field of architeciure and town plan-
ninge.

* The Center is preparing a seminar o
be attended by planners, architects and
engineers from all over Egypl to dis-
cugs the policy and future of their
towns in Egypt. This will be the first of
its kind in the programme of activities
carried oul by the Center.

» The Architectural Committee in the
Supreme Council of Culture has
decided 1o subscribe by one thousand
copies monthly in Alam Al-Bena'a.

- MAWE]

+ The Minister of Tourism has
expressed his request to subscribe in
Alam Al-Bena's for his Ministry.

» The Chairman of the Center tra-
velled 1o Alexandria in this connection
for the evaluation of the project by
architect Ali Nassar to build a new San
Stephano Hotel in Alexandria.

* The Chairman of the Center has been
choosen as a member in the advisory
group for the development of
Al-Masajid area in Alexandria. The
fourth member of the competition for
this project will be granted a scho-
larship to U.5.A.
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Al-Maw’el-Editorial

After eighteen months from the
opening of the Center and the results
achieved during the period whether in
publishing Alam Al-Bena’a or organi-
zing the training courses or in the joint
post graduate course with Pratr Insti-
tute in New York, the Center started
the publication of its first book titled
«The Application of Islamic Values in
Contemporary Architecture and
Planning». We, as one family in the
Center, feel very proud of this achie-
vement which is the first of its kind in
Egypt. The Center, therefore, and
after this very short period of its age,
has been recongized as one of the lea-
ding consulting institutions in Egypt
and the Arab World.

We are observing a dream beco-
ming true. the staff in the Center, as
one family, have developed the proper
sense of attachment and devotion to
the genuine message of the Center.
They shared in the work as well as the
privileges.

The staff of the Center work toge-
ther in an industrous manner and
silence inspite of all the difficulties of
the first period of cstablishing the
Center. We all believe in God who
observes our work.
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cations in the decisions which inevi-
tably follow the first programme,

A simplified approach can be
applied even to the planning of large
towns. The more recent theories of
urban planning have actually shown
that the traditional General Plan
(which normally defines the different
land uses of the town districts and all
other regulations and planning guide-
lines for the whole urban area) no

e ey L M AW

those who are locally responsible learn
how to give the general guidelines.

We had a direct experience of these
problems during our work in the field
of urban planning in Kuwait in the
years 1968/75.

At that time the urban development
of Kuwait City was subject 1o a
General Plan which had been elabo-
rated some years before by an English

longer the right planni
device, and should be replaced by
wprogram plap+ i.e., a plan giving
general directions for the whole town
and for some specific sectors (trans-
ports and other facilities), which can
be established by the local political
experts, which have a better knowledge
of the needs and requirements of a
particular regional or urban area.
According to the program-plan the
solution of single problems of a
smaller scale shall be entrusted to
single Consultants,

The advantage of a flexible
approach to regional and urban plan-
ning in comparison 1o a rigid one,
which has already proved usuccessfull
in European town planning, appears
more evident for the solution of the
problems of expanding cities in new

ani EiE ized by

very peculiar planning conditions.

Beside the negative implications of
the wgreat dimensions, another nega-
tive point is represented by the diffi-
culty to prepare the agreements with
the foreign Consultants, which contain
numberless clauses to induce the inte-
rested parts (and particularly the
foreign Consultants) to honour their
engagements, and by the difficulty to
understand and judge the submitted
documents and works. It would be less

li and ti ing that

C lting firm and which, being the
result of the very first dmlomn:ul of

building aspects. The design of the
different buildings of the area has been
left 1o the single developers, while
particular attention has been paid to
the relationship between public and
private interventions, trying to entrust
the administration with the general
decisions, and leaving a good deal of
space to the private initiative. some
time after the approval, revision of the
plan has been started which, having
already been foreseen by the flexibility
of the original ﬁlan, has been carried
out in strict collaboration between

the country after the ml

and the Municipality without

has a sort of up
and therefore had started the complete
renewal and destruction of the old
urban structure.

in 1968 another consulting firm had
been committed with a new plan for
the whole national territory, which was
far better than the first one, though
still «traditionals. The difficulty was
however represented by the quantity of
the documents presented and by the
impaossibility for it to be fully unders-
tood and put into practice, so that
many variations were actually realised
immediately afier the paln was offi-
cially approved.

Our plan was concerning the busi-
ness and commercial centre of the
town, strictly within (may be we have
been the most faithful) the guidelines
of that General Plan. We have esta-
blished, from the beginning a strict

fon with the Municipali
and the competent offices, indeed very
well organised (under the English
influence). Our plan has moreover
strictly respected its aims and opera-
tional dimensions, defining the circu-
lation and land use for the single areas,
establishing the general built form and
environmental criteria, giving specifi-
cations as to the typologies and other

dicting the general guidelines of
the plan,

For what foreign Consultant and
firms are concerned it must be pointed
out that with the usual types of con-
tracts they act according to strictly
professional criteria i.e. to wori: on big

g with large
whal does not allow for any flexibility.
According to these methods the parti-
cipation of the interested part in the
decision-making is necessary stricily
reduced.

The cost economy and the scarse
flexibility of the contracts, which cha-
racterizes this kind of collaboration
does not therefore allow to have a
good knowledge of the problems
involved and of their possible modifi-
cation in the course of the develop-
ment.

Aguinst the imposition of western
delsn for the urban S

When we come to speak in a more
specific way of the urban criteria
which have been applied to plan the
urban development in the Arab Coun-
tries, we find that the way generally
followed has been to export and
impose the wwesterns models to the
different situations, as far as these
might have been from the European
pattern,
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We want here to point out only
some of the most important aspects of
this problem, to give some suggestions
which may, in our opinion, lead to
better achievements as for what the
relationship between the local and
Eurcpean experts in this field is con-
cerned.

First of all the ways and «channelss
of the collaboration itself.

Beside the more usual forms ;

- training of Arab experis in the
European Universities,

- commitment to European Consul-
tants or Consulting firms for the
direct development of design and
plans,

- advise of European Experis 1o Arab
Public Bodies and Municipalities,

there exist other more interesting
and fruitful possibiliies which stll
awail to be realized at a large scale,
such as :

- the encouragement of the collabora-
tions between European Consultants
and Arab firms, often now requested
by the local Authorities,

the establishment of permanent

research centres in the European

Universities for the direct develop-

ment of research programmes on the

problems of the Arab Countries;
the organization of exchange courses
and contacts between European and

Arab Universities;

- the establishment of a collaboration
for the laying out of technical hand-
books and manuals which have
always been largely used in Europe
fo obtain better design standards.

Some English Universities have, for
example, already introduced in their
courses specific research programmes

6

on the Middle East Countries; the lta-
lian Universities are still in an organi-
zative phase but are quite interested in
promoting these studies and contacts,
which are favoured by the gvogra-
phical proximity, by a long tradition of
political relationships, by the analogy
of problems, mentality and custom
(there are strong similarities in the
urban problems within the «Mediter-
ranean Arecaw); the Faculty of Archi-
tecture of the Milan University where
we teach, has recently founded a
research sector on the problems of the
«Mediterranean Areaw with the aim of
training foreign students together with
the Italian students of southern Italy
and ltalian islands on the problems of
their Countries; the kind of research
could be better organized by establis-
hing more regular relationships with
the Arab Universities.

The of urban
We want to speak on the specific

problems of urban planning and on the

ways (o establish a positive collabora-
tion on them.

There are the problems connected with

the general management and organi-

sation of the urban activity such as :

- how to organise the offices of the
Public Institutions, with particular
regard 1o the Ministries of Public
Works, of Planning and the offices
of the Municipalities, together with
the problem of how to train the staff,

- how to define the areas for the deve-
lopement programs, and how to use
the foreign Consultants for them,
how 1o organise the participation of
the local forces, architects and urban
planners, and that of the users, in
specilying the requirements of the
programs.

Obviously the organisation of the
burocracy represents a most delicate

phase of the whole job and can not be
generalised and imposed from outside,
but must derive from the local custom
and be related 1o the existing pattern of
social relationships.,

For example the typical anglosaxon
relationalising attitude (which i
actually the result of the transforma-
tion in English society during the
industrial revolution) does by no
means correspond to the very refined
and varied interpersonal relationships
in the Arab world.

For what the participation of local
Architects and Urban Planners is con-
cerned, the great dimension of the
developement programs, which often
arc at a national or regional scale, and
the usual contract policy, make their
qualification often appear unsuffi-
cient, According to this policy it hap
pens that a single foreing Consultam
be charged with large development
programs, such as regional and urban
plans, or with a number of urban plans
for towns of smaller dimension,

In our opinion the choice of the
great dimension in the planning pro.
grams is often unnecessary and could
profitably give way to a different
policy, i.e. the government would
define, with the aid of few Advisers,
the general guidelines for the deve-
lopment, and each foreign or local
Consultant should be charged with a
single aspect of the program, accor-
ding 1o this general policy.

Complicated analysis and interven-
tion techniques are much less useful
than it is generally believed. They can,
in the best of the cases, give more pre-
cise data, such helping a_correct eva-
luation, but they often are nothing
more than a «giant with clay feets, for
it is impossible to obtain a systematic
basic information and for the modifi-
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Architectural Competitions in Egypi :

This article refers 1o three different archi 1 -
tions held in Egypt during the last two mcnrh; The three Zeitoun. They
are and d upon. The ques-

tion which needs an answer is 1o what extent such competi-
tions help the architectural progress and how they can be
officially organized.

The book of this issue :
A new book on The Map of Egypt-by arch, Hussein

Kifafi. Mr. Kifafi in his book discusses several issues relevant |

1o urban and regional planning problems in Egypt. The book
is a collection of several articles written by the author at cer-
tain intervals of time. This is a book whlch is readable by
both professionals and non-p i

The Personality of this issue : Arch. M. Shawki
Arch, Mostafa Shawki is one of the prominent Egyptian

who worked for a long time with Jns nar!ner Salah
several in
Egypt one of which is Cairo International Airport, besides
several hospitals and public buildings. Arch Shawki has a
long experience in the field of architeciural organization. The
two partners won several architectural competitions. Arch.
Mostafa Shawki has been awarded several decorations for his
distinguishéd works.

Islamic Values in the Planning of Yanbu :

This article, by Arch. Hassan Reda, illustrates the princi-
pals of planning and design suitable for the new Yanbu
maoslem community in Saudi Arabia. The article refers to
design, construction and planning criteria applied in building
new Yanbu. This is the third part of his article.

Methods of work and collaboration for urban environment plsnning in Arab World

Forms and kinds of collaboration

by arch. prof. ALBERICO B. BEL GIOJOSO - lialy

We want to consider hereafter the
technical and operative aspects of the
collaboration between Europe and the
Arab world in the fields of uwrban
planning and architecture.

The recent great economical deve-
lopment of the Arab Countries has
produced important population dis-
placements and the intense develop-
ment of the urban areas Lo an extent
unknown to the European countries.

This development with its sudden- The urban problems in Arab

ness, is therefore theroughly out of
scale if compared to the existing town
dimensions, and alien to the culture
and custom of the population and to
the traditional organization of the
local administrations; thus it is very
difficult to obtain in the new deve-
lopment programmes the direct or
indirect participation of the users and
10 make the results comply with the
real needs,

Countries are consequently, already
from the beginning, more difficult to
be solved than the present or past
problems of European Towns,

This makes the collaboration bet-
ween Europe and Arab Countries in
the field of urban planning even more
precious, though it is in the meantime
of the utmost importance to find the
correct way to achieve it, in order to
avoid still more unsatisfactory results,

5


http://www.cpas-egypt.com/Default.htm

When an arab Islamic architectural prize be
announced ?

This is the wish of most arab architects.. others have
already established a similar prize .. in other countries in the
world. We are supposed to be the initiators but they seem to
be more active and far ahead.

The objective of this prize is to age the revitali:

wish 1o be the initiators of this new step. the Center is prepa-
ring the practical steps for the announcement of this prize
and giving new example for the genuine interest, This will

add more fi ial and ini ive burden on
the Center. Several interested people have been approached

tion of Islamic architecture and connect it to its roots ..
through research, studies, writing, discussions and architec-
tural designs. This is not only to win a certain amount of
money but it will be a good occasion for arab and moslem
architects to meet and review their architectural achieve-
ments. It will be a great occasion for arab architects to prove
their abilities and achievements.

There are many similar examples of this prize even for
Islamic i as the one i by Aga Khan
Foundation with its secretariate in U.S.A. The Aga Khan
Prize is managed by a board of moslems and non-moslems
figures choosen by Aga Khan. Five million US dollars were
allocated for the Aga Khan prize where prizes could be paid
and seminars could be organized. The Aga Khan prize has
gained a world wide publicity. Many of the arab architects
have no indulgence in this activity or even interest in the revi-
talization of Istamic architecture. This is the time for them to
return to the deep rooted values in Islamic architecture. Not
only the architects but also the public opinion in general.

The call for an Arab Islamic Architectural prize has been
announced several limes by the interested people in the arab
world but no action has been practically taken for the reali-
zation of that call.

We. in the Center of Planning and Architectural Studies,

to establish the steering for this prize.

The prize may be divided into three prizes :
a- The first for research and studies
b- The secound for architectural projects with Islamic values
- The third for planning projects with Islamic values,

The Center will annonce the prize for the three area:
above after getting the reasonable fund required. The range
of the prize will be determined according to the size of fund
received. This range may cover the whale Islamic region, and
the Arab region, if the fund is enough. It may first cover only
the local region if no funds received.

The Center calls upon those interested to participate in
this new activity by contributing in funds, ideas or work. We
do not want to act individually, We prefer to act collectively
for the sake of one idea to establish the Islamic values in con-

y planning and archi

To answer the quiries which might be asked by some
peeple in relation to the type of studies and research required,
it should be clear that we do not want 1o reireat to the past
rather to advance to the future holding the genuine values of
our heritage. the historical background might be referred to
but the main issue is what to do for the present and the
future, This is the term of reference for the prize. The same
will be applied to planning and architectural projects.
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Editorial
Architecture and Scientific Research

Inspite of the great number of research work undertaken in the fields of
planning arcitecture in the Arab world their effect on building standards is
very minimal. It is noticed that many scholars who submit their research work
for the academic degrees find no way of introducing their results to the buil-
ding industry or planning projecs,

This fact has been admitted and discussed by a joint meeting including
p s of archi bers of the archi 1 society and the
architecture branch in the s'_vlldlcule of engineers.

There is still a clear seperation between the research institutions and the
executive organization. The reason of this seperation my be due 1o then non-
practical results of most research work and to their failure 1o meet the urgent
problems facing developing communities. On the other hand it seems that
there is no proper and detailed research program drawn by the executing
agencies. there are may probl, in the ficlds of housing, building
and planning which reed immediate solutions,

There is an immediate need for building and planning standards, new ways
and means of construction, new building specifications and a code of prmncc
This is beside too many other specific problesm which need i
research action.

Reserach work has always been considered by the technicians as non pro-
fitable and concequently there was a shift to consultancy services and con-
tracting or other jobs where more pﬂymem are available. The importance of
Scientific research is not vet fi ized as an imp assel 1o the
building indusiry and construction. Certain percentage of the budgets allo-
cated to bui and consiruction should be freely spent on reserach and
studies, other wise the present gap between the conventional building susaems
and the ad d building technologies in the T ies will con-
tinue.

Most of the thesis submitted for the post graduate degrees deal with sub-
jects of philosophic nature with no direet impact on current problems in the
field of building, housing and planning, such as psychology of space, interna-
llonnl an.h:leclural trends, (pﬂcr desing in urban arcas, the preservalion of

1 buildi the hi al devel of the house, architeciural
expression of reinforced concrete, the regional planning of a certain provinee,
national comprehensive planning as the kev to all problems and many other
subjeects of no direct relevance 1o the pressing problems.

The hitrocial bakground in all cases comprises the bulk of the reserach
work and the tesults usually come as i with no ical
bases. To what extend the scholars of the developing nations will continue in
this direction and scape the practical sides for solving their problems. There
are many other subjects for research which need immediate action. New buil-
ding materials need 1o be expoited, new architectural components need 10 ¢
developed, new design criteria need 10 be applied, new planning methedolo-
gies need to be developed to meet the ¢changing patterns of the developing
nations, new lands need 10 be reclaimed and water resources need 10 he eco-
nomicaly utilized, new economic approaches in old new communitics neéd 10
be developed, and many other problems need 10 be solved. This is where

fic research prog should he



http://www.cpas-egypt.com/Default.htm



http://www.cpas-egypt.com/Default.htm

