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El-Maw’el News

® The fourth course in the second year
of the training Program of the Center
of Plannig and Architectural Studies,
will be held on the 7th of November
for three weeks, dealing with the topic:
«Construction Managementy.

* Dr. Soliman El-Ogeel, deputy for
Ministry of Towns and Villages

Affairs has paid a visit to the Center of

Planning and Architectural Studies, in
order to get an idea about its activities
and achievements.

® Dr. Abdel Baki Ibrahim visited
Jeddah last week, where he met with
many authorities on top of which;
Sheikh Saiid Farsi, Deputy of Jeddah
Municipility, and visited also many of
the urban projects in the country.

* The Center is preparing to publish a
directory for Architectural Engineers
and planners in Egypt, submitting
their qualifications and experiences
therefore helping cooperation in urban
projects undertaken by the Center and
concerned parties in the arab countries
or others.

® According to a request from the
Minister of Tourism, the Center is
preparing a preleminary research for
the investment and preservation of the
urban traditions in the inherited buil-
dings in Cairo-Fatimed.

® The Center is preparing for a special
seminar about (Profession Practice)
according to the urban planning law
after admitting it. It will be arranged
for this Seminar in cooperation with
the Urban Planning Organization.
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3. From a few passages in the Muslem Holy
Book ‘The Qur’an, V, 92, VI74, it is apparent
that statues and sculpture are prohibited, As a
result public squares and even houses never
exhibited any kind of statues.

4. Because the separation of the sexes and pri-
vacy are two of the most important characte-
ristics of the Islamic culture, these factors
were reflected in both house design and city
planning. For example, the house was desi-
gned in such a way that a visitor, on entry,
had 1o pass a doorkeeper, then an angle in the
entrance passage that prevented any outsider
from gazing into the house (Fig. 2). A locked
door from the inner courtyard gave access to
the women's portion of the house. In addi-
tion, the house was planned so that none of its
windows looked into any other house, nor
could the courtyard be seen by any neighbours
from their roofs. Only from one part was it
possible to look into these courts-namely
from the tope of the mosque-minaret. For this
reason it was traditionally believed that the
call 1o prayer was oftern practiced by blind
men (Makrizy, 1853).

In planning the public space of the bazaar
to the private space of the courtvard inside the
house, each intersection of the circulation
network marked a distinct point and created
some kind of privacy to satisfy the religious
demands.

iy

. The traditional planner seemed to realise that
the location of the material centre behind the
spiritual centre could create «psychological»
imbalance, i.e. the conflict between the res-
pectful atmosphere of the mosque and the
commercial one of the bazaar. As a result a
careful classification took place of the diffe-
rent space close to the mosque and up to the
city gates. This observed the form of an hie-
rarchical order with the location of the great
mosque at the centre, as follows:

a) Space attached to the mosque-such atta-
ched to the main mosque was usually
occupied by a holy man’s tomb, or a reli-
gious school and a public fountain,

b

Space in front of the mosque-such space
used to be small and in many cases left
emply to act as an outdoor extension
during religious festivals.

¢) Space close to the mosque-this space
usually contained some sort of shops sel-
ling materials related to the religion. These
were mainly religious books, articles,
incense, prayer rugs, candles, imported

perfumes from the Holy Land. Following
this group were dress makers and food
stores.

d) Far from the mosque-this area used to be
occupied by workers in wood and metal,
the blacksmith, the potter, the basket

worker and saddler.

So different spaces around the great mosque
were rigidly ranked, separated and located fol-
lowing a strict order.
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Article of the issue:

The article of the issue is the buil-
ding manufacturing and construction
necessities of materials and building
equipments. It is well known that the
building and construction section is
considered one of the most important
investment factors. that it represents
about 50% of the total amount of the
investments on the national level. Here
we present lwo important researches,
the first is by DR. Yassin Ali Abd-
Allah. He discusses the necessity of
building and construction systems of
the main builidng materials.

The other one is by Dr.M. El-Saiid
in which he discusses in details the
necessary equipments for buildings
and construction.

Personality of the issue:

Dr. Taher El-Sadek is the persona-
lity of the issue. He is the professor of
town planning at Cairo University. Dr.
El-Sadek is graduated from Ein-Shams
University in 1957 and obtained his
M.A. and Ph.D degrees from Illinoy
Institute, and then joined the staff of
the architectural department in the
faculty of Engineering in Cairo Uni-
versity. Dr. El-Sadek tries to connect
planning theories to practice specially
those derived from Western Schools,

Technical article

It presents a research about the
arabic town between the three points
of view: traditional, contemporary and
conservative, which was presented by

r. H.El-Shishtawy, Riyadh Univer-
sity, Saudi Arabia. It is an invitation to
give more care to the arabic architec-
ture and not to consider it just a
branch of heritage, but to give it the

P OP PP PP PP P POPPITTTS®

chance to take its role in presenting
practical solutions in the urban and
architectural fields.

Engineering article

It is about the connections in the
complete walls units in Pre-fabricated
buildings and it includes the kinds of
connections used to link the construc-
tion units together, and the method
and aim of using these connections.

Project of the issue

The first project is the «Art Gal-
lery» in Munich, West Germany,
which was designed by «Arch.
Alexander von Branca» in 1966, and
opened for public in 1981 The building
has found great oppostition about its
old style and the designer was accussed
of Elekticissim. The project presents
the «Arch. Alexander von Branca»
answers against his opponents, and a
complete presentation of the project.

The second project is about the
development of «Indian Masjid»,
Taiif, Saudi Arabia, by Dr. Schniz-
Botger-Eva Mora, which lays in the
old commercial center, and it is iden-
tified with its simple architectural type,
in design and form, with a pulpit with
the local distinguished type.

Book review

«Development of buildings», the
author is «Elizabth Nosonw, it is in 224
ilustrated pages. The book deals with
the articles of buildings development
or usage reformation, renewing or
amendment.

The book may be interesting for
those who are concerned about heri-
tage, preserving the heritage or those
of architectural tvpe buildings.
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FACTORS UNDERLYING
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC
URBAN DESIGN

by
M.M.A. NOUR
lecturer at the Faculty of Fine
Arts, Cairo, Egypt.

A consequence of the gradual westernization
of most Islamic Arab cities is that the traditional
buildings and neighbourhood complexes are
being lost at an alarming rate. While this erro-
sion may be undesirable from a cultural and
conservational viewpoint, il is becoming appa-
rent that problems are also created of an envi-
ronmental and social nature. It is argued here
that«logic» of traditional Islamic urban plan-
ning and design has been neglected. In parti-
cular, the environmental and social antecedents,
so characteristic of Islamic culture, have been
largely overlooked.

The discussion which follows focuses upon
three major influences -religious observance,
climatic control and acoustical privacy. Atten-
tion is given first to the influence of the Islamic
religion on urban design. This also affords the
opportunity of describing some of the characte-
ristic features of traditional city and neighbour
hood planning. This is followed by brief reports
of two site experiments which were designed to
compare traditional buildings with their modern
counterparts in terms of thermal and acoustical
efficiency.

RELIGION

Before the transformations of the modern era
most Islamic Arab cities possessed common of
city planning and architectural design. These
were determined not only by climatic and eco-
nomic factors, but also by factors of a more
social nature. Of the latter, probably the mosi
important was the religion of Islam. The various
influences of Islam and the constraints imposed
by its observance on the physical layout of the
city can be listed.

1. Because in Islam praying in groups is prefe-
rable to praving individually, Muslems
erected mosques and sited them at the heart of
the city the various quarters (Fig. 1),

1]

. Because Islam prescribes ablution before
prayer, Muslems construcied fountains,
public baths and other supplies
throughout the city.
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3:15“‘-188lle October, 1981 How to cope with new building technology

* ChiciRitor Most of the technical advancement in building industry comes from the
Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM west and covers a very wide market in the east and specially arab countries.
During the greal development boom now in the area most projects depend
e Assistant Chief Editor utterly on foreign products. This fact does not give the local building indus-

Dr. HAZEM IBRAHIM tries the time or chance to develop and compete with exported products. Any
reluctance in developing the local building industries will eventually affect the
rates of the developing nations.

e Editing Staff The local research institutions should be ready to cope with the new buil-
Somaia Saad El-Din ding techniques. Their main objective is to adjust the new techniques to suit
Arch. Nora El-Shinawy local conditions. This will involve new building materials, ways of construc-

tion, skilled labour, marketing and consumption. The new building techni-
ques should be first adsorbed by the research centers for reviewing and
adjustment to local conditions before being introduced to the local market.

Omayma Kamal

SUBCRIPTION : This me.ans that the new improved buildilng techn?ques shouldlncl)t be intro-
duced directly to local markets before being localized. The building reseach
institutions should be the intermediate channel for introducing the new tech-

one Issue Annual

EGYPT SOPT. S20PY, niques to local markets. The importance of these institutions for the building
SUDAN S0PT . 900PT . industry becomes very clear.

JORDAN 0.5].D 7.5).D On the other hand the preparation of the skilled labour required to cope
IRAQ 0.51.D 7.51.D with new buildinges is the complementary factor in establishing an advanced
KUWAIT  0.75K.D 9.5K.D building industry. The preparation of the skilled labour should be jointly
S.ARABIA 9SR 110S.R linked with the research institutions on one side and the local contractors who
SYRIYA 10SL 130S.L apply advanced building systems on the other hand. It is well known that the
LEBANON 10LL 130L.L technical achievements in the western building industries depend not only on
Morocco 3% 36% the available know how but also on the available skilled lavour.

EUROPE 5% 623 The participation of local architects, designers engineers and planners is

N.AMERICA 63 728 also essential to cope with modern building techniques. The designers are

considered to be the link between the producers and the clients. Their involve
ment in the building industry becomes essential. The publication of the new

~Included mail cost . techniques in the building industry is the proper media which transfers the

knowledge to all concerned. This is the role of the producer on one side and
the building research institutions on the other. The other effective media is

ADDRESS :- expositon. Building exhibitions in many cases were considered an essential
14 EL SOBKY STR. part of the building industry. Most of the industrial countries give great
M. EL BAKRY HELIOPLIS importance to these exhibitions whether held permanently or occasionly.
T.603397 - 603843 We are longing to see a pan-arab building exhibition which reflects the
Telex 93243 CPAS UN achievements of the arab nations in the building industry which tries to com-

pete with others.
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