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List of Hospital Visits

1- Greenwich Dictrict Hospital - U.K. June. 1976.
2- Charing Gross Hospital at Fulham -

London U.J. June. 1976.
3- The Royal Marsden Hospital - Kent - U.K. June. 1976
4- Baltimore Medical Centre - U.S.A. Sept. 1977

5- The Children’s Hospital Medical Centre

Boston - Mass. U.S.A. -Oct. 1977.

6- Mass. General Hospital - Boston U.S.A. Oct. 1978.
7- Gustave Ronssy Hospital - Paris - France. May. 1980.
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» The Center is preparing the
preliminary designs for several big architec-
tural and planning projects in the United Arab
Emirates abiding by cultural Islamic archi-
tecture which attracts the interest of engineers
and architects alike. This is a continuation of
the cultural Islamic architectural thought

which have been expanded from the city of Uy ¢atats il ot Bl 6 Y1 LS hnamct) L T Shally 22850 i pais LT o Gae ) JUSY %
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. G Ly i s R Y B i D ke o Ll Gl o st ¢ il i il

: Sl : . . S Gl il S gy Uy

* Mrs Doris Abu Seif, in her article published in
Al-Ahram Igtisadi on 9th. August 1982,
expressed her admiration for the role of the
Center in the revival of Islamic values in cul-
tural architecture in Egypt. This is a pheno-
menon which shows the public interest in this
cultural aspect in building the Egyptian cities.

¢ In the Arts program which the second channel
of the A.R.E. T.V. presents, Dr. Abdelbaki
Ibrahim talked in a special serial on Sunday
11th. July 1982, on the revival of cultural
values and on contemporary architecture. Dr.
Abdelbaki showed a film of Al-Kiretliah
house and Ibn Toulon Mosque and Al-Sihemi
house, commenting on what could be adapied
from architectural values which link the past
with the present, then he presented some
examples from the Center’s projects including
the Center's building and other projects desi- T Ty e 5 0 st 0,5 oy pl e U Bt Bl et W e J s Bls Je Gimi gy D
gned by the Center for Saudi Arabia which Sl e A e Rt B s e e a2 L el gl Gl Tube JS dyd g ofle i sy
explains how the past could be linked with the
present by the use of the contemporary buil-
ding materials and systems within the current
cost limits.

® In a meeting with Mrs Sherweet Shafei, Chief
of Second Channel, A.R'E. T.V., Dr.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim presented a preliminary Ar
vision for a T.V, program which aims at o«
throwing light on the structural and construc- @
tional problems, to improve the architecural Lo vases
level in Egypt, at the same time examples for Aonmi
the revival of cultural values in the contem- s . D g
porary Islamic architecture will be shown in | \1
the program. Mrs Sherweet was highly
impressed by the vision and promised 1o study o
and present it on the T.V. in the near future.
In this way the Center’s mission is expanded
to cover all directions by speech and picture,
films, publishing, consulting for planning and
architectural projects all over the Arab coun-
iries.

ket VAS

e The Cenier with the cooperation of Finn-
planco from Finalnd, siarted the feasibility
study for.a touristic project in Al-Fayoum
governorale. ol pls ¥l 2 il el LMy 336,01 ol pady ol el e dndll pitghh plad e ) P 2ud
o o gl e et 8y D Yo Lol e gt el JE Ve el @0 0 et il
< nalah i tall LS gk Jme b3 ) Bl ¢ e U e Gl Jls Shai (el DS g Aat g00 00 Ly o
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Arab tradition of the courtyard house
in a contemporary setting.

Another architect who is aware of his
past is Rifat Chardirji from Bagdad
who also built houses in the local trai-
tion. One such example is his Villa
Ayad Hamood in Baghdad which was
completed in 1972. Chardirji wanted
to take traditional forms of his own
country, which in his opinion offered
great flexibility, and to adapt them to
contemporary needs.

He accomplished this by using red huts
in the Mesopotamian valley, called
Mudhifs, as well as barrel-vaulted
structures in the Abbasid Palaces of
Baghdad, Hatna and Ukhaddi as
models. A combination of traditional
shapes and the requirements of the
client resulted in a contemporary
house which is divided into sleeping
areas, a common area with reception
space, library, dining and sitting
rooms, and a service area. The
common space, which is il the center,
is accentuated by barrel-vaulted roofs,
whereas the sleeping and service areas
on either side have flat roofs.

An even stronger sense of local identity has been
recreated in the houses by (he young Jordanian
architect Rasem Badran who, in spite of an
architectural education in Darmstadt, West
Germany, developed a level of maturity in his
building which can be seen as the first step in the
field of an autonomous expression of contem-
porary Arab architecture. His Villa Handhal and
his villa Mahdi, both in Amman, are strong
articulations of a spirit of contemporary Arab
renaissance. His Villa Handhal (1975-1977) is
situated on top of a hill on the outskirts of (he
cily. Composed of square and cubic elements in
a harmonious balance it is additionally enhanced
by interconnected diagonal forms. The privacy
of the family’s life style was the main goal and,
therefore, was given foremost attention. The
result is a flexibility of space in which the inha-
bitants can openly move about without any out-
side visual intrusion. In his Villa Mahdi (1979-
1980) Badran successfully fulfilled the wishes of
the client who wanted a house with three inter-
secling levels, five bedrooms and two internal
gardens with complete privacy.

In his latest works Badran has expanded his
architecture from the single family house (o
multiple housing, and one of the hest examples is
his Abu Ghueilleh Housing Scheme in Amman
(1979) where the interconnecied elements of the

individual buildings are designed o respect the
privacy of the individual families. Two and three
story units with private gardens for each family
constitute a neighborhood where according 1o
the old Arab village tradition, the pedestrian
streets between the building blocks are narrow
and shaded. Rasem Badran is fully aware of the
responsibility architects have in the creation and
enhancement of the environment: «Architects
have many functions in society. They. are not
just building makers. They can refine society.
They can form a better environmnel from an
existing bad environment. Most people do not
care about improving their environment, they
just happen to have one, 1t is our duly as archi-
tects to convince people whether from the pri-
vate seclor or the governmeni 10 care more in
planning and forming the environment.»

Housing for the masses and large-scale planning

in the Arab states are two of the most crucial

tasks Arab architects face today, but with few
exceptions the number of realizations of this
type are so rare that they hardly warrant discus-
sion. One exception is by the Arab architect

Ahmed Farid Moustapha in collaboration with

Frank J. Costa, who developed a plan for the

village Al Jarudivah in the Eastern province of

Saudi Arabia in 1980 for a low-rise/highdensity

development. This projeet was conceived in

harmony with the Arab Islamic urban design
principles of:

1. The need for family privacy;

2. The need to maintain and enhance
a sense of neighborhood commu-
nity;

3. The importance of introducing
passive cooling features in the
design and construction of the
house; and

4. The imporiance of providing a
visual distinction between public
and private spaces.»

The collaboration between client and
architect, planner and conservator,
and, above all, their collaboration with
the people who will live in the houses
and neighborhoods are fundamental
elements in shaping the environment
of the villages and cities in the Arab
world, and because it is a difficult task
without quick solutions, perhaps the
best place to begin is to face the situa-
tion as it is today, with all its chaotic
and inhuman elements, and from there
slowly begin (o make changes that will,
hopefully, give shape to the desires and
goals of the Arab people.

SYNOPSIS:

THE SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:

Arch. Abu Zaid Rageh wroteon the role of the
hospital in the contemporary life, and Dr.
Hazem Ibrahim wrote on the health locations
and their impact. The subjeet written by Arch.
Abu Zaid Rageh follows the historical changes
of the people’s thoughts about building hospi-
tals, and the development which 100k place in
the hospital buildings itself, until it reached the
three aims which called for, i.e. Medical
Treatment, Doctors Training and Education,
and then the Medical Scientific Researches. The
article explains that there isn't one siyle for
designing hospitals but there are principles
which should be considered in the design of the
hospitals. These principles are: the execulive
phases, the flexibility in design. 1t then presents
the hospital’s departments and the role of each
one and its architectural need.

The subject written by Dr. Hazem Ibrahim
deals with the location of Hospitals, Health
Centers, Pediatries and Mother Care Centers
and other facilities. He describes the main pur-
poses for defining their location in towns and
villages.

THE TECHNICAL ARTICLE:
(Written by Dr. Prof. Zakia Shatei) about
haspital design principles. The subject begins by
an appraisal of the present hospital’s conditions
in Egypt. Then it describes the size and form of a
maodern hospital, its building could be divided
into three main functional zones: Diagnostic
Dept. therapeutic dept, Ancillary Services and
Administration Dept. Then comes the principle
of hospital design concerning aesthetics inho-
pital design, vertical and horizontal circulations,
cngineering services systems. The subject finally
presents an analysis of six modern hospital types
cencerning the flexibility of designing offered by
each type.

THE SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE: (Written
by Dr. Ahmed Masood) gives brief idea about
the medical services in general, and the planning
coordinattion between them, and the functional
program for the hospital (the needs), then the
architectural program which fulfils the aim, and
the studies that should be stressed on during the
feasibility study of the project. The article also
describes the information needed for the desi-
gner regarding the site, and the fundamental
idea for designing the hospital. Then the article
proceeds to (he development of the existing
hospitals and the architectureal equipments
which should be used for finishing the hospital’s
buildings.
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HOUSES AND
HOUSING IN
THE
CONTEXT
OF ISLAM.

Part IV

by: Prof. Udo Kultermann
Washington Univer-

sity.

d. The Contribution
of Arab Architects.

The 1980 Aga Khan Award for archi-
tectural preservation was not given to
an individual architect or firm, but to
the small city of Sidi Bou Said in
Tunisia, thereby honoring the colla-
boration between the municipality of
Sidi Bou Said, in the name of the
mayor Mr. Baly, the city planner,
Madame Sanda Popa, and the city
conservator Abd El-Aziz Ben-Achour.
The fact sheet of the award committee
reads as follows: «Since 1915 this
resort village, founded by the religious
leader Abou Said Al-Baj in the thir-
teenth century overlooking the Bay of
Carthage, has voluntarily enacted
legislation to preserve its traditional
architecture in the face of ecroaching
tourism and development. Cited for
‘retaining not only the picturesque
quality of the village, but its very
essence’, Sidi Bou Said has continued
to legislate self-preservation. Auto-
mobile traffic is restricted and building
codes ensure that wooden shuttered
windows (mashrabyas), iron trellises,
vaulted roofs, and white-washed
facades remain in use and are pre-
served.

It is significant that the award was
given to a local government agency,
whose concern was the preservation of
the existing urban fabric. Architecture
and urban form can be renewed only
when local eovernment and individual
citizens who have intimate knowledge
of their own city assume the respon-
sibility of shaping the environment in
which they live. And it is in this con-
text that architects in the Arab states
are challenged to contribute new
building solutions. The fact that they
have to compete with large interna-
tional firms, especially in the area of
housing, should not intimidate the
Arab architect because the inherent
knowledge he posseses is one of the
essential ingredients in creating a
harmonious contemporary environ-
ment.

The result of housing large numbers of
people by international firms who lack
this knowledge can be seen in the
gigantic housing scheme in Dammam,
Saudi Arabia by the American firm the
Eggers Group, which was built in
record time between 1977 and 1979,
and which to this day remains unoc-
cupied. There is a lesson to be learned
from this type of mass dwelling in
prefabricated construction where
technical errors made it not only
physically inhabitable, but emotionally
inhabitable as well. Commissions of
this nature should not be given to firms
who propose a building concept which
is alien to the site, to the cultural tra-
dition of the population, and to the
architectural heritage.

It could be argued that Hassan Fathy's
village in Gourna is also a failure
because it remains occupied, but it
failed for_ different reasons. In Hassan
Fathy’s case it was not for reasons of
bad design, but for lack of commu-
nication between architect and client.
And since it is the client who makes the
final decisions as to how the envi-
ronment will be shaped, the architect
has to recognize the necessity of a

harmonious relationship between the
two.

The emergence of young Arab archi-
tects in itself is a phenomenon of
greatest importance and demonsirates
a rapid change in the last decade. Until
recently, schools of architecture, such
as those in Baghdad and Cairo, have
been teaching architecture according
to european principles. Today,
however, there is a new concept of
teaching in these schools, as well as in
several other newly founded schools of
architecture. The results of the work of
the young architects who have studied
in these schools, as well as those who
have studied abroad, clearly indicate a
new respect for Arab tradition. This
decisive transformation shows that
they are looking back to their own
roots and replacing American and
European ' technology dominated
standards with standards which relate
to Arab culture. Their mutual goal is
to make the technological and
mechanical processes serve a new
content in building which will articu-
late the spiritual energies and human
aspirations of the Arab people.

The first results in this fundamental
change of attitude can be found in
completed works by young Arab
architects in houses in Amman and
Baghdad and housing schemes in
Saudi Arabia and Jordan. These are
the first steps designed to redirect
tendencies that have perpetuated the
alienation and mechanisation of the
Arab people for many years. One such
Arab architect is Mohamed Saleh
Makiya from Iraq who, using exten-
sive ornameniation of brick forms
following the old Mesopotamian
application, built several individual
houses in Bahgdad, Bahrein and
Muscat, all reflecting his desire to
come to grips with the essence of Arab
living conditions. His house on the
riverfront in Suleigh and his house in
Karradah show a serious and suc-
cessful attempt (o recreate the old
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Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

WHEN DOES THE ARAB ARCHITECT
ENTER THE INTERNATIONAL LIME-
LIGHT?

The Need For An Arab Union of Architects
(A.U.A))

Those who follow the architectural activities in the world feel the great efforts of
architectural organizations and institutions. This could be seen in the great numbers
of architectural exhibitions, competitions, seminars and conferences. This is in
addition to the publication of books and periodicals. Unfortunately the participa-
tion of the Arab architect is of minor significance in all these activities. This is due
to the fact that the Arab architect has not reached the required level of professional
organization which enables him to enter the international limelight. In his book,
(Architects In the Third World) Prof. Udo Kultermann of Washington University
has mentioned the names of six Arab architects: Makkia and Jadargi from Iraq,
Farawi and Mirsier and Azagouri from Morocco, Rasem Badran from Jordan.
These six architects have long experience and showed great architectural talent.

| They were able to give good examples of Arab architecture which reflects the histo-
rical heritage in contemporary forms. However, the work of Hassan Fathy from
Egypt has been published in books and magazines as a thinker, artist, beside being
an architect.

The interest of the Western World in the works of architects from the third world
specially Arab architects is now increasing. New York City Council has assigned
| Pratt Institute to prepare a world exhibition on the works of architects from the
| third world. The Aga Khan Award Organization has been very active in this field
encouraging Arab and other architects to adopt Islamic values in their contempo-
rary designs. Moreover, local architectural and engineering societies have become
more active but still need proper organization, and more specialization. The practice
of the professional architect in the Arab world is still performed within the engi-
neering societies. The establishment of Arab Union of Architects (AUA) is urgently
required to bring Arab architects together in one effective organization,
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