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Evergreen Trees
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Developing the Landscape Plan

Denry Schrock
Departmant of Horfleulbure

[0 develop an attractive and useful home land-
scape, use g step-hy-step approach, Pt ideas ancd
notes e paper alorg with rough shetches from which
a mire final and exact plan can be derived

Steps to successful landscaping

] I?.'u'|-|<'-|1 a list ol existing and desired ontdonr
featores

2, Draw 3 hase plan

. Chitline miajor landseape areas,

4. Locate desired features in proper landscape
areas

I i_}r-x'l'lcq'. the Hnal Lu]rlkr.,-l]ln |'||:1r'.

An atirsctive, inviling landacape ia the reaull of caralul plan-
ning and applicaton of landscaps design principles.
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ing plact materials, welks, drives snd topogreazhic e-
tures such as rocks, streamns, slopes or other characters
of the grounds « be landscaped, Although exzen scale
is not necessary, Wy Lo olain realistie proportions,
Sl dlmenslons for property lines, house owline @ad
other permeanent landmarks or swoerures (Flgure 20,
Thils will be the bkase of fumore deavings dhat wlll be
danie oo raclog paper aaced over this lan,

Major landscape areas

G wrocing paper placecl over the base plan, out
e the tases major landscaps arcas: ousle. private
anel serviee (Flaure 4)

Trukblic arca, Thils Is the area vislble froom the fron
of the lexvse ancl steeer Lanclseasing o this acea
shuatilel e celatively siapls and combdine el wit
the rest of the reighborhosc, Tt contains the walks,
e and frons ermranee.

Service arca, The service croa should be locazed
where it s not seea frem the Sont bt still has casy
aceras from the derve, Tt is usually four to the reac o
sicle of the preperty Tt contains such mems as garbage
sang, clothes lnss, compost heap, teal shed, storage
shied and someotimes less attractive garden projocts
such as 2 cut flower garden, or celdframes. hotbeds,
o plant propagation ares of geeenbouse This arca is
nermal by serc e Smom the aebvate arca.

I'eivace (livingl arca. The living arca s the maost
ifpertant e clesvelop as it provides ar anea for family
activities and extends the lving arsa from the hose

1 =quare = 10 fee
1 1 noa =20 feet

l=—— | -2 sighied aleng hause

Teleplone and
clesclic wires

Rasidsrce

Watsr and
GAE maing

e

Frjure 3. On the base plan, drasw the lot, house and existng
landscape fealuras that will be reta lhed.

ning are normally necded e develop this area ccoper
e Tomay contain a patle, decs arca, swimming posl,
gescdor nool, fountadn, recreatlon o sports arca. chil

inta the andseape. More landscape dollass and plan crer’s play acea, shraboand tower Barders, hedges,

Fage 2 G307
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Outdoor features

A list of outdoor features may include some of the following: patio, children’s play
area, cut flower

garden, sports area, vegetable garden, tool shed, storage shed, etc. Try to list as many
features as your family desires and space permits, even though all may not be
included immediately. As time goes by, interests may change and new features may
be added or old ones removed. Develop your list for the present and near future. Note
on the list which features are adequate and how any existing features might be
improved.

Principles of home landscaping

1. Drives and walks should be straight unless there is a good reason for having
curves. When possible, situate the drive and walk together to avoid breaking up the
front lawn area.

2. Use trees to frame the house and provide background. Don’t block the front view
of the house
with them.



3. Locate play and utility areas where they don’t detract from the home.

4. Don’t overplant. Know the ultimate sizes of plants and allow for growth.

5. Use most plants in borders. The uninterrupted lawn gives alook of spaciousness
and is easier to

mow.

6. Balance the landscape. Do not have one area more heavily planted or more colorful
than another.

7. Observe scale in planting. Large shrubs and trees

may dwarf a small house.

8. Not everything in the landscape should have equal interest. Create a center of
interest with

specimen plants, pools or statuary.

9. Don’t create a botanical collection, but bring a variety of texture into the
landscape. Coarse textures are dominant and should be used sparingly.

10. Border plants may define property lines or provide privacy. They may be
combined with fences,

screens or other structures.

11. Use small shrubs near the door, tapering to larger shrubs at the corners.
12. Hiding the entire front base with shrubs is not necessary in many homes.
Groundcovers may tie

plantings together.

13. Plants with brightly colored leaves should be used very sparingly.

14. Select plants for year-round interest as well as suitability for the environment in
which they will

be planted.

Planting
area

Figure 4. On Wracing paper placed ower the base plan, sketch Figura 5. Lay a second sheet of tracing pager ovar the base
Approvimate lecaton of major landacops areas, plam and on i locate the dasired landecape featuras. Try differ-
ant arrangaments and slzes of araas
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screens, vegetable garden or other attractive features
for Fammily interest and recreation.

Locate desired features in proper
landscape areas

First, sketch in the applicable features such as
pati. gardens and pocls Inthe major landscape areas
(Figre 51 This will give yon an estimate of the space
available in refation w the nomber of items wanted in
the landscape, You may find there is not enoagh
space for all the items listed, and some with low pri-
ority will hawve to be droppec

Mext, determine more accorately how many
sqquare feet will be required for each of these items
and fit them more precisely. This 1s when the base
plan made to scale will be more beneficial

DE\'Elﬂp the final Iands-:ape plan

Public area. (See Figure 6.) The public area is
dlesigned 1o set off the honse and make it more attrac.
tve and inviting to the visitor, Landscaping should
blend the house inte the surronnding area so 1l
appears natural. To accomplish this, the strong vertl-
cal lines of the house are soliensd with plants.

Trees are used to frame the howse, and bedded
shrub plantings create a transition from open lawn
areas (o the howse iself. In the public area, the door-
way is the focal point. Plantings shoald lead a visi-
ton's ey to the entrance. To create this effect, use the
larger plants at the comers and graduate (o smaller
[plants toward the coar,

ol s iy Jad¥) L) DA G (luaiy JalS Sy ghsall i G2 (1) ) JS&

Dwrarf b
Il freas

Childran's
play &red

(=g
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clming bars)

Privacy
fesrece

Fhaed
baroer ==

5= Ehnibs

G = Groumd Covers
F = Flows ning fresi
T = Tress

W = Pood

Figure & Complete the landscape plan by selecting the most
suitable features from the skeiches.

Trees are used to break the roof line and give the
home a feeling of permanence. More details fon
designing, the public ared are given in MU publication
G A5, Landseaping Your Front Yard,

Service area. Becanse the service avea genecally
canmot be kept attractive, screenings are very (mpor-
tant, Screens may be of fencing, plant materials to
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